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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5   





Evangelist:


Steven Tramell


(678) 313-1400


______________





SERVICES


Sunday





Family Bible Study


9:00AM:


Worship


10:00 AM -5:00 PM


Wednesday


Family Bible Study


7:30PM:


Bible classes for all ages. Come, bring your children and study the bible and you will say;





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ


Elders:


Mark Bowman


(678) 923-7004


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Roger Pink


(678) 860-1399




















The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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     But, how then do you know that Jesus lived, was crucified, buried, and arose on the third day and that some box of bones does not represent His final remains? The only argument man can give against it is the fact that the scriptures were written by men. But, what about inspiration? Those who denounce the scripture as the inspired word of God, do so, on the sole fact that men wrote it and man made it all up. Was there a George Washington, a Henry VIII, a Plato, or an Aristotle? Why should the historical record (written by men) of such men be any more creditable than the inspired historical record written by Jesus' disciples? Does inspiration make it any less accurate?


Not all of Jesus' followers believed it at first. Following the resurrection, Thomas was told that Jesus lived, and he said, "Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe." (John 20:25) When Jesus invited him to feel the prints he said, "My Lord and my God" (John 20:28).  Historical record or not, the crux of the matter is summed up in the response of Jesus, "Because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed (are) they that have not seen, and (yet) have believed." (John 20:29) 


     My friend, your soul salvation depends upon such faith.





		Joe Phillips











     Calvin and Hobbes, I love ‘em.  Some of you won’t know whom I’m talking about, but comic’s aficionados will recognize them as a boy and his tiger companion.  Calvin’s a pistol and Hobbes can be quite philosophical at times.  Comic strips can and often are a reflection of our lives and times.


     In one strip, the duo is out sledding in the snow.  Calvin complains, “I hate trudging up these hills.  I didn’t come out here to work!  I came out here to ride and have fun!”


     Hobbes replies, “Well, you can’t ride the sled if you don’t climb the hills.”  Calvin counters, “I could if you pulled me up.”  The next strip shows Calvin alone with a grumpy look on his face.  His friend has “abandoned” him and he says, “He’s so lazy and selfish.”


     Calvin has his counterparts in our real world.  They came here for a fast ride and to have fun and they intend to have fun come what may.  If sin should happen to be in the formula, that’s no obstacle.  Fun is fun no matter its source.  These fun-lovers love pleasure more than anything else in the world, or for that matter, in heaven.  The Bible calls them “lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God” (2 Timothy 2:4).  They search for fun in every aspect of their lives, and while fun and pleasure are not wrong, in and of themselves, they can consume us.


     These folks hate, like Calvin, “trudging up these hills.”  If they aren’t having fun, they’re impossible to live with.  They get thoroughly disgusted at the drudgery and trudgery of life; and reality dictates that life will have its times of difficulty.  It can’t always be a downhill slide, no matter what our preferences.


     It would be nice for our work to be something we enjoy and I think that for the most part, such is possible.  But work 


    








rewarded with an “abundant entrance into the eternal kingdom” (2 Peter 1:5-11).  He’s telling us, “If you want to go to heaven, you have to be willing to climb the hills.”  The Lord promises “rest from their labors” for those who die while faithfully serving Him (Revelation 14:13).


     Calvin wanted to be pulled up the hill so that he could enjoy the ride up as well as down.  He wanted his cake and eat it, too.  Some in the work place want the profit-sharing but they aren’t happy sharing the responsibilities to make a profit.  In the spiritual realm, some are hoping to go to heaven on the coattails of a family member, or the whole congregation.  Their philosophy is, “I could have a wonderful life there and in eternity if you would just pull me along.”


     While we do need to be an encouragement to one another, no one can pull my load.  The Bible says, “For each man shall bear his own burden” (Galatians 6:5).  If you depend totally on other people to fulfill your responsibility or make you happy, you are following a damaging “Calvinistic” philosophy.


     When Calvin is left alone with the sled, he points the finger of blame the other way.  He thinks Hobbes is lazy and selfish because he refuses to pull him up the hill.  One of our great faults in today’s world is the refusal to accept personal responsibility for our own actions and attitudes.  So many want to point the finger of blame at society by saying, “You people haven’t done enough for me, so I will turn to a life of crime.”  Folks at work can’t figure out that productivity is down because they are being unproductive.  Some Christians love to point the finger of blame at other Christians for their own personal failure to be faithful. 


Too often, we are too lazy and too selfish to carry on in a mature and responsible way. “Go to the ant, lazy one,” and learn, “You can’t ride the sled if you don’t climb the hills.”








					





Trudging Up Those Hills


By Gary Ogden








cannot be all fun and games.  It would be  called something besides work.  I’m thankful for those who take their work seriously and who find a way to work through the boredom and drudgery to do a good job anyway.


     Our spiritual labors for Christ can be depicted as an uphill climb, perpetually.  Anybody who has in mind that Christianity is a piece of cake needs to look for dessert elsewhere.  Try climbing the hill of persecution and ridicule and see how much fun is in it.  It’s a tough go.  Sometimes, some get weary of the uphill climb to heaven.  The Letter to the Hebrews in the New Testament is an effort to recover those who become “weary in well-doing.”  It was written to saints in the first century, when the pressure to remain faithful to Christ was very great.  It is a good book to read again and again when we find ourselves beginning to hate trudging up these hills.


     Hobbes jerks Calvin back to reality when he reminds him, “You can’t ride the sled if you don’t climb the hills.”  Quite an astute statement for a stuffed tiger!  Have you ever sledded down a snow-covered hill?  It is one of the true joys of life.  The steeper the hill, the greater the thrill!   The exhilaration during the run and at the bottom of the hill is indescribable.  When you’ve completed the run, you’re ready to go at it again and again.


     The tiger’s telling us that reward comes from diligent effort.  Some people want a paycheck without having to work for it.  They’d like a year-end bonus but don’t want to go above and beyond in order to receive it.  They’d like the commission without having to sell.


How many want to go to heaven but aren’t interested in doing what it takes to go there?  While you can’t “earn” your way to heaven, don’t think that you can get there by being spiritually lazy.  Peter reminds us of the diligent effort that will  be 





How Do You Know?


 My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me. If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself. (John 7:16-17)


     


A couple of years ago there was a TV special on a story that broke in the London newspaper and subsequently around the world, about a group of archeologists who had found a tomb site in or around Jerusalem.  According to this group of diggers there were several "bone boxes" each holding the remains of some individual and on one of the boxes was writings that identified it as "Judas the son of Jesus". Of course the immediate assumption is this then is the gravesite of Jesus of Nazareth and the other boxes contained His remains as well as Mary Magdalene (His wife) and Mary and Joseph, His parents. Needless to say, the archeological world as well as the religious world was abuzz over such findings and the two hour special went to great lengths to explain how all this could be, (to no avail) without offending Christianity. 


  I can think of two or three simple explanations, but explanations are not the point.  If this is indeed the grave of Jesus and it contains His bones, then He did not arise from the dead much less ascend to the Father, and the New Testament is false. Preaching it is in vain (I Cor. 15:14) and we are of all men most miserable. (I Cor. 15:19)			Cont. on Page 3
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. ______________________________      Those who need


Our prayers





Nancy Wood; Ron Wood  home after a stay in 


the hospital; Jack and Joyce Green; 


Jeremy Green; Elaine Clem; Her parents also; 


Chris Jackson; Emily Clark’s Grandmother. 


 Dion Clarks mother; Mary Scott; recovering 


from knee surgery June Guyton; James and 


Irene Adams; Donna Simmons’ and her mother. 


Steve Huff’s mother; Annette Rogers; Donny


 Gilbert; Denise Bowman’s mother; Donnie 


Harper; Debbie Adams’ mother.  Susan 


Bisbing;  Harvene Vandergrift; Ansley Miles 


 possible eye surgery  


 Rhonda Ditter is recouping at home and doing 


better. Liz Jackson; Gary Humfleet at the loss


 of his sister; Holly Betterton lost her  


 grandfather; 


Remember all of our babies and little ones.


Remember those traveling or will be traveling 


over the holiday season.





____________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Dion Clark


Read Scripture---Steve Huff 


 Song Leader----Roger Pink


Lord's Supper—Joe Phillips 


   Asst. 1-----David Ditter 


   Asst. 2-----Bill Scott


   Asst. 3-----Larry Coots 


   Asst. 4-----Grant Gay


   Asst. 5-----Perry Betterton


2nd Prayer---Ryan Pink


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Matt Jones


Closing Prayer---Lloyd Jackson


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Michael Burke


Read Scripture---Adam Kreis


Song Leader---Patrick Miles


2ed Prayer-----Jeff Lacquement


Sermon----Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper—Joe Phillips


Announcements—Matt Jones


Closing Prayer---Brad Bowman


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Drew Bowman


 Invitation---Mark Bowman


 Closing Prayer---Perry Betterton


___________________________________


All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call 


Cecil Douthitt @ 770 894 1677


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














